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Post Sec Pathway
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ECG resources for parents
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WHO AM I?

WHERE DO I 
WANT TO GO?

HOW DO I 
GET THERE?



WHO AM I?
• What are your Values, 

Interests, Personality, 
Skills (V.I.P.S) and Strengths

• What do you enjoy doing?
• What is important to you?
• What is your PURPOSE?

WHERE DO I WANT TO GO?
Explore the many opportunities open to you
• education pathways, educational 

institutions and courses &
• industries and job roles that can lead to 

fulfil your aspirations

HOW DO I GET 
THERE?
• Be adaptable and open-

minded to tap new 
opportunities/possibilities

• Embrace lifelong learning



Today the Education Landscape is Dynamic

Official(Open)/Non-Sensitive
Diagram taken from the Post-Secondary Booklet/Secondary Booklet: https://www.moe.gov.sg/-
/media/files/secondary/secondary-school-booklet-2021.pdf



RESTRICTED/NON-SENSITIVE

Changes to ITE Pathway

Poly Progression

Poly progression 
guarantee for all Higher 

Nitec graduates with raw 
GPA of 3.5 and above.

Enhancement in 
ITE Curricular

Enhanced three-year 
curricular structure 
leading directly to a 

Higher Nitec certification.

GPA Eligibility

Review GPA eligibility to 
Poly from net 2.0 to net 

2.5 for Higher Nitec 
graduates.

https://www.moe.gov.sg/news/press-releases/20230721-changes-to-admissions-
requirements-for-ite-upgraders-applying-to-polytechnics-from-ay2027



Changes to Polytechnic Pathway

PFP – Relaxation of 
Best 2 subjects

Relaxing the grade requirement of
two 'Best' subjects in ELMAB3
(English Language, Mathematics,
Best 3 subjects), from Grade 3 to
Grade 4.

PFP – Cluster-based 
approach 

Starting 2026 intake, admissions to PFP 
will be restructured to a cluster-based 
approach. Students in the PFP will 
enter one of three key broad clusters: 

1. Sciences 

2. Design, Engineering & Technology 
or 

3. Humanities, Art, Media and 
Business. 

https://www.moe.gov.sg/news/press-releases/20220307-expanding-pathways-and-opportunities-across-a-life-course-increasing-porosity-
and-flexibility
https://www.moe.gov.sg/news/press-releases/20230301-learn-for-life-forging-our-collective-future-nurturing-diverse-talents-and-expanding-
pathways#:~:text=Students%20in%20the%20PFP%20will,their%20interest%20and%20PFP%20performance.

https://www.moe.gov.sg/news/press-releases/20220307-expanding-pathways-and-opportunities-across-a-life-course-increasing-porosity-and-flexibility
https://www.moe.gov.sg/news/press-releases/20220307-expanding-pathways-and-opportunities-across-a-life-course-increasing-porosity-and-flexibility


Sec 3NA: 
Post-secondary Pathways 
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Pathways for N-level Students

NAFA 
Foundation 
Programme

(NFP)

ELMAB3 ≤ 15

2-year Nitec
Courses/ 

3-year Higher 
Nitec

Best 4 N-level 

Sec 5N(A) 
GCE ‘O’ Level

ELMAB3 ≤ 19

Direct-Entry-
Scheme to 

Polytechnic 
Programme*

(DPP)

ELMAB3 ≤ 19

Polytechnic 
Foundation 

Programme*
(PFP)

ELMAB3 ≤ 12

*Must meet subject-specific minimum entry requirements



PFP
1-year Foundation (in Poly)

+

3-year Diploma



PFP Criteria: Raw ELMAB3 ≤ 12 
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❑ Grade 3 or better for EL and MA
❑ Increase intake from 2024 intake from 1,500 by 200 more students
❑ Relax the minimum grade requirement of two 'Best' subjects from N(A)-

Level Grade 3 to Grade 4 from the AY 2024 intake.
Group 1

(Science/Engineering/ICT/Design etc)

Subject Minimum Grade

EL Syllabus A 3

MA Syllabus A; A MA 3

1 of the following:
- D&T
- F&N
- Sc (Chem + Bio)
- Sc (Chem + Phy)

3

2 ‘”Best” subjects 4

Group 2
(Business/Media/Humanities etc)

Subject Minimum Grade

EL Syllabus A 2

MA Syllabus A; A MA 3

1 of the following:
- Art
- E Lit
- History
- Geography
- Combined Humanities
- POA

3

2 “Best” subjects 4



DPP
Direct Entry Scheme to 
Polytechnic Programme



DPP Criteria
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❑ Raw ELMAB3 (English, Math, Best 3 Subjects) ≤ 19 
(Excluding CCA Bonus Points)

❑ Meet the Minimum Entry Requirements (MER)

ELMAB3 
(EL, MA and Best of 3 Subjects)

≤ 19 (excluding CCA bonus points)

English Language ≤ 3 
(Business & Services 

Courses)

≤ 4
(Applied Sciences, 

Engineering and ICT 

courses)

Mathematics ≤ 4

Best Subject 1 ≤ 5

Best Subject 2 ≤ 5

Best Subject 3 ≤ 5



DPP: 18 Higher Nitec Courses offered

APPLIED SCIENCES
Chemical Technology

ENGINEERING
Civil Structural & Eng Design
Electrical Engineering
Electronics Engineering
Mechanical Engineering
Mechatronics Engineering

INFO-COMMUNICATIONS TECH
Business Information Systems

Cyber & Network Security
Games Art & Design

IT Applications Development
IT Systems & Networks

BUSINESS & SERVICES
Accounting

Event Management
Financial Services

Hospitality Operations
International Logistics 

Leisure & Travel Ops
Service Management

26



For mapping of DPP courses to Diploma course, please refer to 
https://www.ite.edu.sg/admissions/full-time-courses/higher-nitec-dpp

How does DPP work?

2 year 
Higher 
Nitec in 

ITE

Achieving 
minimum 
qualifying 

Higher Nitec 
GPA

Assured of a 
place in a 
mapped 

Polytechnic 
course

+ 10 weeks 
prep course

If in Engineering / Infocomm Tech 
and your ITE GPA >3.5 points, 

you can go to Poly 2nd year
ELMAB3 ≤ 19

Business & Services: ITE raw GPA ≥ 3.0 points
Applied Sciences: ITE raw GPA ≥ 2.5 points

Engineering and Infocomm Tech: ITE raw GPA ≥ 
2.5 points

https://www.ite.edu.sg/admissions/full-time-courses/higher-nitec-dpp


DPP Mapping to Polytechnic

28



+Looking at previous year’s cut-

off points, an ELMAB3 score of 

16 to 19 may not secure a DPP 

place

Posting to DPP is 
based on Merit

30



Useful Resource: JIE Booklet

31



Secondary 5
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+Obtained an ELMAB3 aggregate of 
19 points or better (excluding CCA bonus 
points); and 

+Obtained at least a Grade 5 for all subjects 
used in ELMAB3 computation



Progress to Sec 5 and take GCE O-Level exam

33

❑ After O-Level exam, students can apply for admission to 

Junior Colleges, Millennia Institute, Polytechnics and ITE 

under the Joint Admissions Exercise (JAE).

❑ Sec 5 students are also eligible for Poly Early Admissions 

Exercise (EAE).

THINGS TO CONSIDER: 
❑ Your learning ability, preferred learning styles, 

interests, strengths and passions
❑ N(A)-syllabus versus O-Level syllabus



NFP
NAFA Foundation Programme

1-year Foundation (NAFA) +

3-year Diploma

For students who have creative inclinations and aspirations to 

become artists, designers, performers

34



NAFA Foundation 
Programme (NFP)

❑Raw Score ELMAB3 ≤ 15 points
❑English ≥ 4 will be required to attend 

an interview.
❑Arts-related diplomas may require 

testimonials, aptitude tests and portfolios
❑Provisional place in diploma programme, 

subject to passing the foundation year

When to apply?
❑ December (upon release of N Level results)

35



36 Diploma Courses in NAFA



ITE
Institute of Technical Education

+ 2-year NITEC or 

+ 3-year Higher NITEC course

37



ITE: 6 Academic Schools 
~ 50 Full-Time Nitec/Higher Nitec Programmes

School of 
Applied & Health 

Sciences

School of 
Electronics & Info-
comm Technology

School of 
Hospitality

School of 
Business & 

Services

School of 
Engineering

School of 
Design & 

Media

38



ITE

39

All three ITE 
Colleges are 
offering common 
courses such as 
Engineering, ICT 
and Business & 
Services
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ITE EAE
Institute of Technical Education

Early Admissions Exercise

41



How do I prepare 
for my ITE EAE?

42

ITE 
EAE

Explore

PrepareResearch



Timeline

43



Prepare

46

❑ Shortlist the courses 
you are interested in 
(up to 3 choices)

❑ Draft your write-up 
(no more than 100 
words)

❑ Start to build the 
content for your 
portfolio



Learn New Skills 

Attending Online Courses

Brushing up knowledge on 
regional cultures and 
languages 

Watching videos or 
researching trends/ industries

polymath /ˈpɒlɪmaθ/ 

(noun) a person of wide knowledge or learning.
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Credit : Image from Microsoft 365

Supporting 
Our Child’s ECG Journey



Subject Combination

Which Subject 
Combination should I 
take?

Education Pathways /  
Choice of Course

Which Education 
Pathway / Course 
should I choose?

I Don’t Know

I don’t know what I 
want to be yet, but I 
know I love Literature. 
How now?

Do I know my career 
aspiration yet?

Questions Our Child May Have … 

Career Aspiration



As parents, we all want what is best for our 
children…As they learn to navigate and face 

tomorrow's challenges on their own, it's not easy 
to know when to nudge them, when to stretch 

them, when to help them, or when to let go.

Within our own families, 
we can all spend a bit more time listening to our 

children’s thoughts and feelings. 

Let us walk alongside them as they grow and
handle their new challenges.

“ 

”
Source : https://www.moe.gov.sg/news/speeches/20210727-ministerial-statement-by-mr-chan-chun-sing-minister-for-education-for-the-parliament-sittingq

- Mr Chan Chun Sing, Minister for Education



Take a moment to reflect… 

How well do we know our children’s education and career aspirations? 

Have I spoken to my child about her…

Aspirations

Interests

Areas that she is good at /skilled in 

What she values / considers important in life

Knowledge of current trends and developments in the world of work

How she can prepare herself to be future-ready



The 3 ECG Questions to Guide Our Child

WHO?

Who am I?

HOW?

How do I get there?

WHERE?

Where do I want to go?

Exploring 
opportunities

Staying 
relevant

Discovering 
purpose



Unique Individual01

Self Awareness03

Values, Interests, Personality 
and Strengths (VIPS) & 
Purpose

02

Who am I? 
(Discovering Purpose)



Support them as they 
discover their VIPS & Purpose

What is important to you? What 
motivates you?

What are the issues you feel 
strongly about?

What do you enjoy doing? 

How would you describe yourself? 
How do others describe you?

What are your strengths? What have 
people praised you for?

Encourage Reflection on 
Experiences

What do you do in…?

What do you like / dislike about…?

How do you feel when…?

What did you learn about…?

What did you discover about 
yourself through…?

Connect Experiences

What have you learned in <Subject> 
that will be useful for <Jobs you 

like>?

Is this an ability / skill / interest you 
want to develop further?

Would you like to do something like 
that in your future job? Why?

Who am I? 
(Discovering Purpose)



Which Occupation 
should I choose?

Designer?
Physiotherapist?
Programmer?
Urban Farmer?

Engineering? 
Business?
Humanities? 
Science / Arts?

Which Course / Stream
should I choose?

Creating new AI?
Improve Mental Health?
Improve Sustainability?
Distribute Wealth?

Sense of Purpose / 
Challenge

Where Do I Want to Go?
(Exploring Opportunities)



Let your Child be the Expert

That’s a job I don’t know much 
about, could you tell me more 

what it does?

How’s the job prospect like? 
Could we find out and discuss 

more next time?

What does this course offer? 
What will you be learning / 

experiencing?

Start exploring areas of 
Interests

Which would be your top 3 
aspirations? Why did you choose 

these?

Are there others you have in mind?

What are the skills / knowledge 
you wish to develop / gain?

Would you prefer something more 
academic or hands-on and work-

oriented?

Prompt them to think Beyond

What do you want from this 
career?

What are the things important to 
you in a job?

What would be some other jobs 
related to this role / industry?

How can you find more 
information?

Where Do I Want to Go?
(Exploring Opportunities)



Get your child to be responsible for their own plan

Which courses / qualifications 
do you think will lead you to this job?

Are there any prerequisites / minimum entry 
requirements to apply to these courses?

What steps can you take to work towards your goal?

How can you better prepare yourself 
for this course / job? 

(Emphasis on transferrable skillset)

What are the possible ways/admissions 
to get to your course?

Discuss with your child like they are adults

What ‘game plan’/plan do you have in mind to 
work towards this course/career?

Are there ways you can experience what the job is 
like?

Are there practical constraints you may face? 
Eg. colour appreciation deficiency?

How Do I Get There?
(Staying Relevant)



Have regular 
and genuine 
conversation 

with your child

Provide 
opportunities 

for your child to 
grow

Familiarize 
yourself with 
your child’s 

personality and 
learning style

Show love and 
support which 

helps your child 
grow in 

confidence

Supporting our Child’s Aspirations

Source : 2021 CEG’s Parents Seminar



Ms Gina, ECG Counsellor 

Monday & Tuesday 8am –
5.30pm 

To book an appointment: 

Email to : 
Tan_Lay_Bee_A@schools.

gov.sg

OR scan the QR code 
here!

mailto:Tan_Lay_Bee_A@schools.gov.sg
mailto:Tan_Lay_Bee_A@schools.gov.sg


Tips for Parents: JOURNEYING WITH OUR CHILDREN, SUPPORTING THEIR 
ASPIRATIONS

https://go.gov.sg/tips-for-parents 

https://go.gov.sg/tips-for-parents


Useful Resources (Admission Programmes)

Website URL

Direct Entry to Polytechnic 
Programme (DPP)

https://www.ite.edu.sg/ad
missions/full-time-
courses/higher-nitec-dpp

Polytechnic Foundation 
Programme

go.sg/pfp

NAFA Foundation Programme 
(NFP)

go.gov.sg/applynafafp



Useful Resources

Website URL

Overview of Post-
Secondary Education 
Institutions (PSEIs)

go.gov.sg/overview-pseis

The Next Step Forward 
(e-book)

go.gov.sg/next-step-forward

MySkillsFuture for 
Secondary School

go.gov.sg/mysfsec



Useful Resources

Website URL

MOE Course Finder go.gov.sg/coursefinder

MOE School Finder https://www.moe.gov.sg/school
finder



Thank you!
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